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	1. Chapter 1

**I do not own Itazura na kiss, but I do own this fanfiction.**

**Chapter 1**

I don't know whether I should feel happy or be depressed. Naoki has just announced the big news: He got a job in America. He said he would go and that it would serve as his training. The moment he said it, I felt blank.

"He didn't even ask if I was alright with it" I sighed as I continued drying the dishes. "Should I come with him?" I thought, "No, I probably won't make it and just be a burden."

I tried to list the advantages of him leaving:

1. He gets to develop his skills

2. He gets smarter

3. It's a once in a lifetime opportunity, we should take it

4. He would probably be happier without me bugging him every 5 seconds

5. I get more time for myself

What else? I can't think of more. Only one thing keeps popping in my head: he's leaving me. I drew small circles on the countertop with my fingers. I wonder what would happen in the future. How would I be without him? How would he be without me? Would he be fine living alone? Even though I know he would be, I can't help but worry.

I finished the dishes and quickly went back up to our room. I stopped by the door and stared at the sign on it. "Naoki 3 Kotoko" A small smile formed on my face, not exactly reaching my eyes.

I opened the door and stepped inside. Naoki's on his laptop, doing some work. I sat on the bed facing his back. I clasped my hands together.

"How long will you be there?" He stopped for a moment then turned to face me.

"I don't know." He replied. I snickered, unbelievable.

He stared at me, as if trying to read my emotions. I thought I was an open book, but he seems to be having a hard time deciphering how I feel. Although I understand, because even I can't seem to understand my own emotions

"I'll be back, don't worry." I tried to surpass a smile and nodded.

"You go continue your work, I'll be sleeping first." He nodded as he watched me tuck myself to sleep.


	2. Not an update

**Not an update!**

**I really want to update, but I have no idea on what to write next. I'm sorry for recklessly uploading a part of the story. If you have any suggestions as to what should happen next, please feel free to message me. (Don't worry, I'll credit you.)**


	3. Chapter 2 part 1

**Yay! Finally, chapter two! Thank you Pherenike 26 for giving me ideas and inspirations. **

**Chapter 2 part 1**

**Naoki**

I was reading a newspaper in the living room. With my legs crossed, as usual. It was one of those rare days when I get to rest. I was halfway through reading an article when I heard the home phone ringing.

"Yuuki!" I called out, but nobody answered, so i decided to just answer the phone myself.

"Hello? Irie-residence." I answered

"Yes, can I please talk to Mr. Naoki Irie?"

"This is Naoki. May I ask who this is?"

"This is the Upstate University Hospital. We emailed you. We would like to employ you as a pediatric surgeon in our hospital. All the terms and information, regarding the job you may fill in, are in the email that we sent you. We are sorry to bother, but the reason why we're calling is because we urgently need a doctor. We would like to ask if you can respond to our offer immediately?"

"Oh, okay. Thank you and I'm sorry, I have been very busy lately so I had no time to check my e-mail. I will read it and e-mail back this evening."

"Thank you, Mr. Irie. We will be expecting you response."

I ended the call and sat back down, swarms of thoughts flooding my head.

"Should I accept it"

"Should I not?"

"What about kotoko?"

"What about mother?"

"Will kotoko be okay without me?"

Just like I always do, I evaluated the situation.

I tried to imagine what would happen if I go there. Slowly, images started to form inside my head: Me helping patients in a hospital with a better facility, getting to interact and learn from other doctors without them feeling intimidated by me. There were a lot of other things that brought the feeling of happiness.

I suddenly thought about Kotoko. Then I realised I could always take her with me. With Kotoko's perseverance, she can do anything. I pictured kotoko and I working together at a much better hospital. Not only will I benefit, but so will Kotoko

I went to our room and sat down our study desk. I opened my laptop and checked my e-mail. There were a lot of other e-mails that I haven't read. I went through them all before opening the e-mail from the hospital that called me. "Upstate University Hospital" I read as I clicked it. I skimmed through the e-mail and realised that this was truly a once in a lifetime opportunity.

I leaned back my chair and tried to be in deep thought. The decision that I would make woud not only change my life, but also my wife's and my family's


End file.
